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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 


Refs who 
walked 
off job 
dropped 


Pair unassigned games after 
leaving field in protest as 
players knelt for anthem 


Matthew Stanmyre For The Star-Ledger 


The two New Jersey high school football 
officials who walked off the field in protest 
Friday after seeing players kneeling during 
the national anthem have been removed 
from working any future games this sea- 
son, NJ Advance Media has learned. 

Thomas Paulikas, the officials assigner 
for the Greater Middlesex Conference, said 
Ernie and his son Anthony Lunardelli, 
the two officials who left the game, were 
removed from the schedule “because of 
fear that they might walk off again.” 

Paulikas said the decision was made by 
the New Jersey Football Officials Associa- 
tion’s Executive Committee. 

“If they walked off once, what’s going to 
keep them from doing it tomorrow or the 
next day?” Paulikas said. 

Paulikas also disputed claims made by 
Ernie Lunardelli that Paulikas had prior 
warning the officials would walk off the 
field if they witnessed any players kneel- 
ing during the anthem. Ernie Lunardelli 
told NJ Advance Media that he told Pau- 
likas “weeks ago” he intended to leave any 
games where players protested. 

“No, I don’t recall that ever, having a con- 
versation with him about walking off the 
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U.S. DISTRICT COURT 


Defense rests 
in Menendez 
bribery trial 


Neither N.J. senator nor his 
co-defendant take the stand 


Thomas Moriarty and MaryAnn Spoto 
For The Star-Ledger 


After more than eight weeks of trial, the 
defense in Sen. Robert Menendez’s federal 
corruption case rested Monday, clearing 
the way for what are expected to be elabo- 
rate jury instructions and expansive clos- 
ing arguments. 

Ultimately, neither Menendez nor his 
co-defendant, Salomon Melgen, elected to 
take the stand in his own defense. Closing 
arguments could be presented as soon as 
Wednesday. 

Menendez and Melgen are charged 
under an indictment filed in U.S. District 
Court in Newark that accuses them of trad- 
ing lavish gifts — including six-figure cam- 
paign contributions and private plane 
flights — for Menendez’s intervention in 
the doctor’s $8.9 million Medicare billing 
dispute, a foreign port security contract 
and the visa applications of Melgen’s for- 
eign girlfriends. 

SEE TRIAL, 11 
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SPECIAL COUNSEL INVESTIGATION 


RUSSIA PROBE 
GETS REAL AS 
CHARGES HIT 


Paul Manafort leaves District Court in Washington on Monday. Manafort, President Donald Trump’s former campaign chairman, and 
Manafort’s business associate Rick Gates, below, have pleaded not guilty to felony charges of conspiracy against the United States. 


Alex Brandon, Associated Press 


Indicted: Manafort 
and his associate plead 
not guilty to all counts 


Chad Day and Eric Tucker 
Associated Press 


In a black Monday for Donald Trump’s 
White House, the special counsel investi- 
gating possible coordination between the 
Kremlin and the Trump presidential cam- 
paign announced the first charges, indict- 
ing Trump’s former campaign chairman 
and revealing how an adviser lied to the 
FBI about meetings with Russian inter- 
mediaries. 

The formal charges against a total of 
three people are the first public demon- 
stration that Special Counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller and his team believe they 
have identified criminal conduct. And 
they send a warning that individuals in 
the Trump orbit who do not cooperate 
with Mueller’s investigators, or who are 
believed to have mislead them during 
questioning, could also wind up charged 
and facing years in prison. 

Paul Manafort, who steered Trump’s 
campaign for much of last year, and busi- 
ness associate Rick Gates ended the day 
under house arrest on charges that they 
funneled payments through foreign com- 
panies and bank accounts as part of their 
private political work in Ukraine. 

SEE PROBE, 8 


Gates leaves federal court in Washington 
on Monday. Gates and Manafort are now 
under house arrest. 


“Sorry, but this is 
years ago, before Paul 
Manafort was part of 
the Trump campaign. 
... Also, there is NO 
COLLUSION!” 


President Donald Trump, on Twitter 


Analysis: Mueller sends 
message to other potential 
targets: Beware, I’m coming 


Devlin Barrett, Sari Horwitz 
and Ellen Nakashima Washington Post 


The one-two punch delivered Monday 
by special prosecutor Robert Mueller — an 
indictment of President Donald Trump’s 
former campaign chairman and a guilty 
plea from a former campaign adviser — is 
designed to send a powerful message to 
everyone else caught up in the probe: The 
prosecutors aren’t bluffing. 

“This is the way you kick off a big case,” 
said Patrick Cotter, a white-collar defense 
lawyer in Chicago who once worked as a 
federal prosecutor in New York alongside 
Andrew Weissmann, who is spearheading 
the prosecution of former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort and his deputy, 
Rick Gates. 

On the same day the indictment was 
unsealed, prosecutors also announced a 
guilty plea and cooperation from former 
campaign adviser George Papadopoulos 
about his interactions with people linked to 
the Russian government. Papadopoulos has 
admitted to lying to FBI agents who ques- 
tioned him about those contacts, according 
to court records. 

“Oh, man, they couldn’t have sent a 
message any clearer if they’d rented a 
SEE ANALYSIS, 8 
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INSIDE 
Spacey faces backlash 
for response to charge 


Accused of trying to force himself on a 
teen actor 31 years ago, Kevin Spacey took 
the occasion to address his sexual identity. 
But a gay rights leader says: “Coming-out 
stories should not be used to deflect from 
allegations of sexual assault.” Page 9 
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IN SPORTS 
Home run derby stirs 
talk of juiced baseballs 


With a record 22 home runs in the first five 
games of the wild 2017 World Series, and 
another two games still possible, pitchers 
and position players alike are raising 
concerns that something is amiss with the 
balls being used in the postseason. Page 29 
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